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formations of the earliest types. As the state of society im-
proves, the religious beliefs seem to develop themselves by a
sort of natural selection. We may. here put aside mere ritual
and the innumerable forms of worship which are only devices
for propitiating the unseen, and which continue to be used, like
the post-office, just as long as people have reason to believe
that their messages arrive and are answered, but no longer.
Tlie early religious beliefs are not only propitiatory, but con-
tain rules of conduct by which a man is to be guided in all
circumstances of hia existence; the main difference between
earlier and later religion being that the first looks almost as
entirely to man's material as the second does to his spiritual
well-being. And as it has been truly remarked in regard to the
latest forms of religion that any religious movement is doomed
.to sterility if it cannot'assimilate some philosophical element,
if it is not what the age calls moral and reasonable, so also, in
early religions, an ordinance or rule of conduct will only
* endure and develop if it is founded on some true notion or
conjecture of material utility or expediency.- If it is useless
or harmful, $ simple caprice or inspiration, it will not last. In
the midst of countless random and whimsical guesses at what
is fit and suitable, among various tricks and pretexts meant to
give a religious colour to some selfish interest, those religious
commands alone survive long and develop which are or have
been somehow -connected with the real needs of the "people to
whom they were delivered. The moral and material progress
of a country goes on pushing before it the religious beliefs and
shaping them to suit it on exigencies; while theology slowly
and reluctantly repeals and disowns the rules which become
obsolete, or which are found to have been issued under some
very inconvenient and undeniable error of fact* Morality is
not yet essential to religion, but if an inspired command turns
out to be a blunder as well as a crime it is shortlived, and will
soon be amended by a fresh ruling. Nevertheless the gods in
no way admit themselves to be bound by human views of
morality, while the functions of popular religion very much
resenible, in their highest range, the functions of a modem
government; its business is confined to procuring'material